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Academic Affairs Committee
Meeting Minutes
February 19, 2013
Opening:
The regular meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee was called to order at
12:33 pm on February 19
19, 2013 in the MLS Classroom CSS 167 by Claire Strom.
Present:
Zha Nancy
Claire Strom, Susan Walsh, Pedro Bernal, Martina Vivodic, Wenxian Zhang,
Decker, Jana Mathews, Maria Ruiz, Faithe Galloway (student rep), Jennifer Nilson
(student rep),, David Daubert (student rep)
Visitors: Sharon Lusk
Lusk, Mark Anderson, James Zimmerman
A.

Minutes - Approved

B.

Health Services Administration Major - EC sent it back for clarification

C.

General Education Competencies - Approved
These competencies are not neighborhood classes, but in addition to those five
classes. These courses cover writing, mathematics, and foreign language. Each
department has presented a proposal. Competencies
ompetencies are things that students should
know so that faculty can build on this in class.. These should be completed
comp
early in
college. For math, the courses should fulfill 4 of the 6 components. These are basic
skills to allow a student to bec
become a good citizen. Essential Mathematics
athematics does 5 of
the 6. When a course is proposed to meet the competency, the course must
demonstrate which of th
the 4 components it meets. Nancy asked if a student can test
out of a course. Mark replied he hopes so. For example,, a student who successfully
completed AP Calculus
alculus or AP Statistics should be exempt. Foreign language has
included 4 or higher on the AP exam or a 6 or higher on IB exam would be exempt.
Jana asked if everyone who is doing the competency approves of these criteria. Yes.
To address other departments that might cover a math class, Claire suggested
including a line on course approval form so that the math department must sign off on
course to approve that it meets the criteria. Mark said this was the previous informal
process; whoever was chair of AAC sent it to math anyway, but the line would be
nice. Can students test out once they are here? This is challenging. Nancy asked
what our peer institutions do and if there are online possibilities. Jana said, in
English, we swap 140 for different course if a student is well prepared on a case by
case basis. This decision
sion is based on their first paper.. Nancy said that having access

to placement and skills tests is a financial question. Mark said that if a transcript does
not show competency, how do we get them to demonstrate competency? The school
could pay for a test rather than course, for example, the CLEP. Nancy said the CLEP
provides course credit but does not subsitute for courses. It tests skills. Is it in the
college's interests to put the burden on the student? Perhaps we should find an online
resource to validate the information regarding the competency. Wenxian asked what
courses meet this competency. Mark replied MAT 108 (Essential Mathematics),
MAT 109 (Precalculus), MAT 110 (Calculus for Economics), and MAT 111
(Calculus for Science and Math). Right now, unless a student can take a Q in major,
students take MAT 103 which is the bottom level and may not be appropriate. Claire
asked if these courses will be double-counted toward the major. Mark said yes.
Nancy said a local expert on IB discussed with foreign language what is on the test.
We don't deal with issues of assessment and those issues are changing rapidly, and K12 is light years ahead in terms of assessing student competence, and therefore we
have begrudgingly come to recognize some excellence in the assessment done by AP
and IB instead of staunchly refusing those results. We're not suggesting offering
college credit, but we are suggesting that they may have fulfilled the competency.
Documents might need to go to departments for approval.
Jana presented the criteria for writing. These criteria were partially informed by a
meeting Martha Cheng, director of ENG140, organized with faculty from the Writing
across the Curriculum course. Currently, 90% of W is fulfilled by ENG140. ENG140
needs to continue to fulfill this competency to be consistent. This class teaches
general basic skills about writing across disciplines, and discipline-specific skills will
come later. Students must still receive a C to fulfill the competency. For the
document, we would like to add in the same information about AP or IB exemptions
that math had (4 on AP or 6 on IB) and that the competency is fulfilled by ENG140.
Claire asked if ENG140 can be counted in the major. Jana said it is not in the major
map, but it is a prereq for higher-level courses.
Nancy said one problem with the language is that there are many skills that apply
more to modern languages than ancient languages, and she will need to talk to
colleagues in ancient languages to make sure their skill set is accurately represented.
For example, for a modern language, the emphasis is on oral, not written competency.
There is an explosion in requests for fulfilling current requirement in languages that
we don't teach or teach infrequently. She would like to provide these opportunities,
but we also want to limit the damage to the institution when we must provide
instruction in other languages. The biggest difference with this competency is in
students proving competence through IB and AP. These classes did not previously
fulfill this requirement. We should recognize this level of performance and will
accept a score of 6 on IB or 4 on AP in respective language. Maria asked how many
requests occur for languages that aren't taught and what does that do to shift lines?
Nancy said the problem is sustainable shifting needs; Italian, Portuguese, and Hindi
are common. Her questions are can we sustain that demand over 3 semesters to fulfill
foreign language requirement, can we find a certified instructor, and can that
instructor carry the burden of that program as adjunct. There are a limited number of
languages that have special status to enable a tenure or tenure-track line or other
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institutional support. For others, we will have to have track record and curricular
need. Nancy suggested that there could be self-directed or self-designed language
acquisition programs where a student sets goals for learning the language. The
college invests in basic instructional materials (print, online, etc), and a student could
meet weekly with a network of native speakers to have conversation. Maria asked if
someone is keeping track of student requests. Nancy replied not formally, but
Patricia Tome is keeping track of Portuguese as she is fulfilling those requests as
independent studies. We need a systematic approach to the introduction of new
languages. Claire asked if all courses can be double-dipped, and Nancy replied yes.
Claire debated what grade do students need to pass the competency courses. Writing
says a C. Mark would like to be consistent across the board. Transfer credit is C- or
above. A C- correlates with credit/no credit so it may be that C- is more natural than
writing's C. Mark also suggested that the grade may be discipline-based; in calculus,
C is average, but in MAT 103, the grades may be higher. Jana suggested that perhaps
the competency chairs should discuss this. Claire recommends that the competency
chairs consider C- as the general grade. Mark pointed out that typically a 4 or 5 on
the AP exam is an A or B. Consistency would be good, but English will probably not
want to drop to C-. Jana will talk to Martha. James said that moving forward, this
allows for programatic assessment in general education so that we can present that
data and build it.
D.

A&S catalog change in Holt - Approved
Sharon presented. This is a not request for change in policy or procedure, but
changing wording to make it consistent with current practice. The residency
requirement excluded Holt courses from the requirement, but it allows courses from
other places. This policy permits Holt courses to count for A&S students. We
realized that programs are intended for populations we serve, not altering number of
courses. A&S students must still have approval from advisor. A&S students can
only take 1 course per year in Holt. Bob Smither and Dave Richard support this
change. Students will still get academic advisor approval and go through Student
Records. This should not be an issue with the new neighborhood because students
will not take this for gen eds. A&S students can't register online for Holt course, and
Nancy suggested the policy says "must initiate registration through the office of
student records."

E.

Next week's agenda
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

American Studies Major/Minor—Ed Royce, Paul Reich (2/26)
General Education Logistics—James/Jenny (3/12)
African American studies in Holt—Julian (3/19)
Courses requiring financial resources—approval process?—Jenny (April)
Student probationary status—Jenny (April)
Opening academic warnings earlier (April)
Team teaching—how it’s counted—Bob (April)
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Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 1:27 pm by Claire Strom. The next general meeting will be at
12:30 pm February 26, 2013 in CSS 167.

Minutes submitted by

Susan Walsh

Approved by

__________________
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